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Tue Counc ELEctIon. 


This year’s Council election is important in one 
respect —it will introduce new blood to the 
Council to the extent of nearly ten per cent. 

There are eight vacancies; and only five of the 
retiring members—Messrs. Abson, Banham, Mason, 
Shipley, and Sumner—are seeking re-election. All 
these are almost certain to retain their seats. 
Four new candidates— Messrs. J. W. Brittlebank, 
of Manchester; J. C. Coleman, of Swindon; P. J. 
Howard, of Ennis; and T. C. Toope, of Dover— 
are competing for the the three vacant seats. All 
are new at the polls, but all are well-known men 
and thus the election is a very open one. 

No test question is before the electors—we must 
be guided simply by our estimate of the personal 
fitness of the candidates for the general work of 
the Council. We want men who are able and 
willing to give up the necessary time, and who 
possess, not necessarily brilliance or showy quali- 
ties, but sound common sense and practical business 
capacity to bring to the work. All the nine candi- 
dates have been sutficiently before the profession to 
enable us to form a judgment as to how far they 
possess these attributes. A few minutes devoted 
to considering the individual endowments of each 
in turn will be time well spent. 


APPOINTMENTS ABROAD. 


No less than ten foreign appointments for veteri- 
nary surgeons have just been advertised—two by 
the Queensland Government, and the others by the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies. Without special 
knowledge of the countries it is impossible to say 
what the salaries offered really represent in English 
money. Probably they are something like the 
salaries of most whole-time veterinary appoint- 
‘ments in England—rather more than the earnings 
of the average practitioner, but nothing like those 
of a few very successful ones. The most serious 
objections to these foreign posts are the isolation 
and frequently excessive work they entail, and the 
fact that some at least tend to unfit their holders 
for other work. 

Still, we think they are well worth the attention 
of young graduates of good constitution, but those 
whose thoughts are turning towards them should 
not delay too long. At present there is no lack of 
such openings for suitable men. But in a very 
few years the new Melbourne College will be turn- 
ing out graduates whose training ranks equal with 
ours; and for Australasia and Malaysia at any 
rate, they will be formidable rivals for Government 


posts, 


PECULIAR CALVING CASE. 


On April 24th, about 11.30 a.m., I was called to 
a calving case. The messenger said there was 
something strange coming, and that the cow was 
very sick for the last two hours. 

On arrival I found the intestine protruding from 
the vulva, and on passing in my hand I found a 
large cone-shaped body in the womb, the surface of 
which was quite slippery and without hair. This 
body resisted all attempts at manipulation and after 
prolonged search fora limb or head I recommended 
slaughter, which was accordingly carried out. The 
resulting examination revealed a monstrosity. 

The abdominal organs were developed and hang- 
ing loose—not enclosed. The skin from the abdo- 
minal region was reflected back over the quarters 
and formed a sac which, on being slit open, 
presented an extraordinary condition. From this 
reflected portion of skin there were hanging three 
legs developed from the carpus only downward. 
The head and neck seemed to be developed from 
the sacrum, the head lying beside the tail, and 
attached to this portion of the trunk there was also 
one fully developed fore leg. The hind legs were 
normal in shape and position and the anus and 
vulva in situ. The thorax was absent. 

The case may be of interest to embryologists. 

A. F. O‘DEA, M.RB.C.V.s. 

New Garden, Tuam. 


EXPERIMENTAL RAcHITIS IN YouNG ANIMALS BORN 
OF PARENTS DEPRIVED OF THEIR THYROIDS. 


Henri Claude and J. Rouillard record (C. R. 
Biologie) the following experiments. They removed 
the thyroid glands from a male and a female 
adult rabbit, weighing about three kilogrammes 
(approximately 6°6 lbs) and coupled the pair a 
few days later. Gestation, the birth of eight young 
rabbits, and lactation, which lasted forty days, took 
place in normal conditions. Four of the young 
rabits died about the third week, with distension 
of the abdomen. One survived, and developed 
normally. The other three died in acachectic con- 
dition after ten to twelve weeks. Their weight 
was about 50 per cent. less than that of control 
rabbits brought up in the same conditions. 

The post-mortem examination of the three cach- 
ectic rabbits and the microscopical examination of 
their bones revealed unmistakable skeletal lesions 
of rachitis. In the pathogeny of rachitis, there- 
fore, a certain amount of influence should be 
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accorded to hereditary or acquired thyroidal in- 
sufficiency.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


Tue Use or LaBARRAQUE’S FLUID IN SURGERY, 


Frederikse and Gallandat Huet drew attention 
(Tydschrift voor Veeartsenykunde) to the good 
results which may be obtained from Labarraque’s 
fluid. They state the following formula for the 
preparation—hypochlorite of calcium 33 parts, 
carbonate of sodium 67 parts, water 1000 parts. 
After mixing, the liquid is allowed to stand for 24 
hours, and then that portion which is very clear 
isdecanted. Labarraque’s liquid has been known 
for a long time, but its use is now almost totally 
abandoned. The authors have tried it twice with 
very happy results. 

Their first case was a mare suffering from an 
abscess in the frog. Some warm baths caused the 
abscess to open, and the resultant cavity soon 
became covered with granulations ; but a persistant 
fistula remained. Antiseptics, and also plugging 
with corrosive sublimate, were tried without avail ; 
and the fistula was becoming worse, The foot was 
then immersed for half-an-hour daily in a bath 
containing 2 per cent. of Labarraque’s liquid. Rapid 
improvement followed, and recovery was complete 
after five weeks. 

The second case was one of poll-evil, and pre- 
sented a fistula which commenced about 1 1-5th 
inch from the median line, and was directed towards 
the cervical ligament. Two counter-openings were 
made; and for some days these were kept patent 
by drainage tubes and syringed with hydrogen 
peroxide solution. The case was becoming worse ; 
and the authors altered the injections to a 2 per 
cent. solution of Labarraque’s liquid. This was 
injected four times daily. The suppuration soon 
diminished, and it became possible to remove the 
drainage tubes. The treatment was completed by 
the injection, for a few days more of a mixture of 
tincture of iodine, tincture of myrrh, and tincture 
of arnica, in order to stimulate reparative granu- 
lation.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


ContTacious AGALACTIA OF SHEEP AND GoaATs. 


H. Carré has published (Annales de I'Institut 
Pasteur) an article upon this condition and the 
results or a very complete clinical and experimental 
study of it which he has made. 

The malady is a contagious one, and is propa- 
gated by milk. It is due to a filtering virus, which 
is eliminated by the milk. Thedisease, when inocu- 
lated experimentally, presents the same characters 
as the natural disease. It is easy to diagnose, 
and presents both general and local symptoms. 

The general symptoms consist of fever, general 
enfeeblement, loss of appetite, and, in the acute 


The articular localisations attack the carpus and 
tarsus by preference, and then the femoro-tibial, 
humero-radial, coxo-femoral, and metacarpal articu- 
lations, rendering all movement painful and im- 
possible. The eye presents a simple opacity of the 
cornea, or parenchymatous keratitis, internal oph- 
thalmia, and sometimes purulent complications. 

Abscesses, due to common pyogenic organisms, 
are found in various regions, such as the parotid 
mediastinum, and muscles, 

The animals lose condition considerably, and die 
in a state of complete cachexia. 

This disease is prevalent in the departments of 
the South-east of France, where it occasions severe 
losses. 

The result of Carré’s independent study of it is 
summarised as follows :— 

(1) For a space of some months, until it is com- 
pletely atrophied, the agalactic udder may secrete 
a liquid which is equally virulent during the whole 
course of the disease. (This conclusion of Carré’s 
is contrary to the opinions of other workers). 

(2) For the disease to be contagious, it appears 
indispensable that the patients should bear open 
lesions. Lachrymal discharges from an affected 
eye, even without ulceration, are virulent. 

(3) The virus of the disease is perfectly absorbed 
by the digestive passages, and this method of 
infection seems to be much the most important one 
in its propagation. 

(4) It is possible to create an abundant source 
of pure virus by inducing an experimental pleural 
exudate 

(5) The serum of hyper-immunised animals 
posseses very distinct preventive properties. 

(6) Sero-vaccination which has been accom- 
plished in the laboratory, appears bound to render 
great prophylactic services against the disease. 
—(La Semaine Vét.) 


Tue TREATMENT OF TumouRS IN DomESTIC 
ANIMALS BY THE R@NTGEN Rays. 


Dornis has published (Zeitschr. f. Veterinark.) 
the results of attempts he has made in the treat- 
ment of malignant tumours in horses and dogs by 
the Reentgen rays. He first describes five favoura- 
ble cases. The first was a horse, age not stated, 
affected with spindle-celled sarcoma. One tumour, 
the size of a potato, was present upon the right 
upper eyelid, and a second one under the lower 
eyelid. The tumours were removed and the wounds 
cauterised, but the wounds very quickly became 
covered with local recurrences in the shape of wart- 
like growths. The Rentgen rays were then 
applied every three days, for fifteen or twenty 
minutes at a time. At each application the pro- 
liferating masses assumed a bright red colour under 


form, rapid death. In the chronic form, these|the influence of the rays, and became copiously 


general symptoms are very slight and may even 
pass unperceived. 

The local symptoms involve the udder, the eye, 
the joints, and sometimes even the skin. The 
udder, after showing violent inflammation, becomes 
atrophied and developes indurated centres of vari- 
able size. One or both quarters may be affected. 


covered with a serum-like fluid. After twenty 
applications there was a vigorous growth of epithe- 
lium from the edges of the wound. The treatment 
was discontinued, and a year and a quarter later no 
recurrence had taken place. 

The second case was a black dog, fifteen years 
old. A melano-sarcoma, the size of a hen’s egg, 


\ 


| 

i 

i 

| 

| | 

| 
} 
} | 

UMI 


May 16, 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


739 


was surgically removed from the inguinal glands. 
New sarcomatous masses appeared in the wound 
cavity, and these, after nineteen applications of the 
Reentgen rays, were replaced by healthy granulation 
tissue. No recurrence took place. 

The third case was a dog, age not stated, with a 
round-celled sarcoma, the size of a walnut, in the 
inguinal glands, and numerous small ones, ranging 
from millet-seed to pea size, in the skin of the lower 
part of the thorax and abdomen. Under the 
Roentgen rays the small tumours gradually de- 
creased, without theformation of cicatricial tissue. 
The larger one lessened to the size of a hazel nut, 
and was then extirpated. No recurrence followed. 

The fourth case was a dog, age not stated, from 
whose inguinal glands a round celled sarcoma had 
been removed a year before. This was followed by 
the appearance of another round-celled sarcoma 
undes the skin in the fold of the knee, which attain- 
ed the size of a walnut. It was then extirpated, 
but new tumour tissue appeared in the wound. 
After the Roentgen rays had been applied twenty- 
four times the surface of the wound was healthy, 
and no recurrence took place. 

The fifth case was a dog, age not stated, with a 
superficially situated squamous epithelioma round 
the anus, which caused difficulty in defecation. 
After nineteen applications of the rays, the owner 
was satisfied with the result that had been attained. 
(What the result really was is not stated.—Transl.) 

Dornis then proceeds to the cases which were 
unsatisfactory. He repeatedly failed to get good 
results in cases of sarcoma of the maxillary sinuses 
in horses. Four cases of mammary carcinoma in 
bitches were all failures. In one cancroid growth 
of the nasal cavity in a dog the rays seemed to 
have a direct irritant effect. One fibro-sarcoma in 
a horse, and another in a dog, were also failures. 

These results confirm the general experience that 
the Roentgen rays exercise a proncunced destructive 
effect upon tumours which are rich in cells, well 
provided with blood vessels, and inclined to recur- 
tence (those, therefore, of a more embryonal charac- 
ter), and that more organised tumours, carcino- 
mata (especially fibro-carcinomata), and many 
mixed sarcomata, are more resistant to the rays. A 
previous operation, such as was performed in most 
of the successful cases described above, greatly 
facilitates treatment by Roentgen rays.—Berliner 
Tier. Woch. 

Equine 


M. Carpano discusses this subject. (Zentralbl. 
f. Bakt. Parasitenk., u. Infectionskr.) Equine 
piroplasmosis can be caused by two distinct types 
of parasites. One called Nuttalia equi, is of fairly 
small dimensions and is characterised by a peculiar 
reproduction into four elements arranged cross-wise. 
The other is called Babesia caballi, is of large size, 
and propagates in the circulating blood by means 
ofa true gemmation process. The two types are 
encountered in many regions of the Old World in 
particular, and Nuttalia equi is much more widely 
spread than Babesia cabalit. 

Both these types occur in Italy, but Nuttalia equi 
is found the most frequently, and has the greatest 


area of distribution. In the colony of Erythrea, 
according to the author, only Babesza caballi has 
hitherto been observed. Many of the horses native 
to Erythraa possess a certain degree of immunity, 
which stands midway between natural and acquired 
immunity. Imported horses, on the other hand, are 
very susceptible. 

Clinically and anatomically, the two diseases 
caused by these two parasites show no very pro- 
nounced distinctive characteristics. Some peculiari- 
ties, which are attributable to conditions of time 
and place, are possessed by both types. The 
natural infection apparently takes place through 
agency of Rhipicephalus bursa and Boophilus 
annulatus. The last-named is the transmittor of 
Babesia caballi. 

The disease may be transmitted artificially by 
means of infected blood. Cases in which attempts 
at transmission have had negative results are attri- 
butable to immunity of the experimental animals. 
Horses which have once suffered from one of these 
piroplasmoses and have recovered remain immune 
against the same type of piroplasm for a varying 
period. On the other hand, horses immunised 
against Nuttalia equi can be infected by Babesia 
caballi, and vice versa.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 

W. R. C. 


NORTH WALES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
{Nationa V.M.A. NorrHern Brancu]. 


CLINICAL POST-PHARYNGEAL SURGERY.* 
By R. Jones, M.R.C.V.S. 


In response to an appeal from our Secretary I propose 
giving a brief account of a few cases of diseased condi- 
tion of the region of the throat which called for surgical 
treatment, so as to give immediate relief and to effect 
a cure. 

Case I. A three-year-old bullock, which had been 
suffering from actinomycosis of the back of the tongue 
and throat early in the winter. Theaffected parts were 
painted with Tinct. iod., and Pot. iod. was given intern- 
ally. I ceased to attend, and he was reported to have 
apparently recovered. In the spring he was turned out 
with the rest of the bunch, and in the course of some 
weeks the bailiff reported that the same bullock was 
exceedingly bad, constantly coughing and making a 
distressing noise during respiration, practically unable 
to graze, and that he would be taking him up from grass 
past my premises ata certain hour. When passing I 
examined his throat and could see a tumour at the back 
of the pharynx, hanginging in front of the larynx ; the 
symptoms were as described by the bailiff, and the 
bullock fallen off in condition. 

IT arranged to go the following mornin 
him if unable to remove the tumour wit 
ultimate recovery. 

In the struggle and exertion when being thrown he 
became exhausted before I completed the tying, and 
had I not hurriedly opened the trachea he would have 
suffocated. He immediately recovered when the breath- 
ing was relieved. A tracheotomy tube was inserted, 
and I placed a mouth gag and examined the throat ; 
there was a mushroom-shaped tumour attached by a 


* Read at the March meeting of the Society. 
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pedicle about 1} inches to the posterior surface of the 
agg | I tried to tear through the — with my 

ngers, but failed. Without much difficulty I got the 
écraseur chain round the pedicle close to the mucous 
surface and removed the growth. I did not see the case 
afterwards, but my daughter called daily to dress the 
tracheotomy wound, which was soiled by a little food 
escaping. Nothing further was done to the throat, and 
the animal was fed on mashes and a little grass for some 
days. He made a complete recovery and was sold with 
the rest. 

Case II. I was asked to see an in-calf heifer which 
was making a noise in breathing, and proceeded to 
examine the throat. It proved an extremely difficult 
matter to make anything like a thorough examination 
of her, and I decided to let her calve before doing 
anything further, as she was able to graze fairly well. 

was ’phoned to, and told that she had calved some 
days, and the condition of the throat was such that 
the breathing was very distressing and the heifer was 
unable to take any nourishment. From what I could 
see and feel in the throat when making my first exami- 
nation I suspected an abscess on the superior surface 
of the pharynx. I had her taken out of the building 
to a field close by, never suspecting that the difficulty 
in breathing was such that there would be any danger of 
suffocation in the struggle of pooeine It was proved 
that I was wrong in my conjecture, for I had to open 
the one hurried in this case also, and insert 
a tube. 

When the was placed in her mouth [ made a 
manual examination of the throat and found the superior 
surface of the pharynx much swollen, thereby interfer- 
ing with the breathing and deglutition. With some 
force I pressed my finger through and made a forward 
tear inthe membrane. This was followed by a gush of 
pus, and I immediately placed my hand on the tube 
In order to assist her in coughing any matter that might 
have been escaping down the trachea. No further treat- 
ment was applied to the throat, but the tracheotomy 
wound was dressed daily. 

The moral from these two cases is—never to operate 
on the throat when there is difficulty in breathing 
without performing tracheotomy. 

Case III, This case was on the same farm as 
No. II. A barren cow which had what appeared to be 
a tumour, ~~ in the neck in the jugular furrow a few 
inches from the larynx, between the trachea and the 
cervical vertebra. Such was the pressure exerted by 
the swelling that the trachea was pressed downwards, 

ving to the lower aspect of the neck a distinct curve. 

hen I first saw the cow she was able to take nourish- 
ment fairly well, and I gave the owner a bottle of lini- 
ment to rub on with a “ wait and see” idea. 

In the course of a few days I had a message saying 
the cow was unable to swallow anything, but that the 
breathing was not interfered with. I pointed out to 
the owner that there was a certain amount of danger in 
the operation, and he said “It is a case of operating or 

ng. 

The cow was thrown on her right side, and whilst I 
was washing the seat of operation the chloroform mask 
was put on. When she was got under the anesthetic I 
made an incision about five inches long, and dissected 
carefully down on what proved to be an abscess. I 
pressed the jugular vein wwe, and the long muscle 
of the neck (sterno-maxillaris) downwards. When I 
had dissected on to the swelling I ordered one of the 
men to put his hand on the opposite side of the neck 
and press the enlargement towards me. I inserted a 
trocar and canula, and when the former was withdrawn 
thick pus oozed out. I used a director to guide the 
scalpel and made a good opening in the abscess and 
washed the cavity out. I separated the muscle and 
tissues from the trachea, and made an incision through 


the skin on the lower aspect of the neck, opposite the 
operating wound, so as to ensure good drainage. 

The abscess cavity and the drainage wound were 
syringed every day. The communication between the 
two wounds was kept patent until the abscess cavity had 
completely healed. 

The cow eventually recovered and gave no further 
trouble. The amount of blood lost during the opera- 
tion was quite insignificant. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


NatronaL V.M.A.—SouTHERN Brancu. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at the Crown 
Hotel, Faringdon, on Friday, April 24. The chair was 
taken by the President, Mr. J. C. Coleman, Swindon ; 
and there were also present: Messrs. G. P. Male, Read- 
ing, Hon. Sec. and Treas.; J. H. Parker, Faringdon ; 
J. Willet, London; §S. H. Slocock, Hounslow ; W.'T.D. 
Broad, Marlborough ; and J. Baxter, Lechlade, mem- 
bers ; and Messrs. Hugh A. McCormack, Secretary of 
the Central Association, London ; W. H. Brown, Veter- 
inary Record, London ; E. E. Seldon and E. C. Bowes, 
Tetbury ; T. C. Toope, Dover ; and J. H. Parker, jr., 
Faringdon. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Prof. McCall, Prof. ig Reynolds, Capt. O‘Rorke, 
and Messrs. Hurndall, anger, Shipley, P. J. Simpson, 
Stanley, H. G. Lepper, T. W. Lepper, Cundell, Villar, 
Hazelton, McKerlie, Tennant, King, and Hanks. 


THE LATE Mr. Wo. Huntine. 


The Hon. Sec, read a letter from Mr. Carter, Presi- 
dent of the Royal College, asking this Association to 
express assent to the petition which it is proposed to 
present to the Treasury in favour of a pension to the 
children of the late Mr. William Hunting, and enclosing 
a form of the petition. Mr. Male added that the peti- 
tions were now being called in. 

On the motion of Mr. Slocock, seconded by Mr. 
Willett, the President was requested and empowered to 
sign the petition on behalf of the members. 


NoMINATIONS TO CoUNCIL. 


The Hon. Sec. submitted a letter from the Joint 
Veterinary Association (Ireland) asking him to bring 
under the notice of the members of this Association 
the fact that Mr. P. J. Howard, of Ennis, had been 
nominated ; and asking the members of this Association 
to vote for Mr. Howard if they could see their way to 
support him. 

ost of them, Mr. Male said, knew that Mr. Coleman 
was desirous of going on the Council. They might 
make a compact, perhaps, with other Associations to 
support each other’s candidates. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Toore said that, with Mr. Coleman, he was also 
a candidate for the Council on behalf of the South 
Eastern Counties, and he had asked for the support of 
the Southern Counties and the Eastern Counties, and 
he now asked for that of the Royal Counties. York- 
shire and Lancashire had twelve men, and the Central 
thirteen on the Council, and he thought it time there 
was some combination in the South and East. 

Mr. Stocock observed that the Central had always, 
quite rightly, kept clear of veterinary politics. 

Mr. WILLETT proposed that an affirmative beg d be 
sent to the letter, a that the joint Irish Asso- 
ciations would use their endeavour to support the candi- 
dates of this Association. ; 

Mr. MaLE seconded the motion, and it was carried 
unanimously. 
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New Members. Mr. W. G. GREEN, M.R.C.V.S., of Bos - 
combe Park, Bournemouth, nominated at the last meet- 
ing by the President, seconded by Mr. Broad, was 
unanimously elected a member of this Association. 

Mr. SEtDon, of Tetbury, was proposed by the Presi- 
dent, and seconded by Mr. Male, for election at the next 
meeting. 

Sanitary INstiruTeE Concress. 


Mr. WILLETT moved, and Mr. Slocock seconded, and 
it was unanimously agreed, that the President be asked 
to represent the Association at this Congress, to be held 
at Blackpool. 

Next Meeting. After some discussion it was resolved 
that the next meeting of the Association be held in 
London on the 7th August, during the meetings of the 
International Congress. 


TITLE OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. Stocock, in accordance with notice given at the 
last meeting, proposed that the title of the Association 
be altered to “ The Royal Counties Veterinary Associa- 
tion ” by the omission of the word “ Medical.” 

Mr. MALE seconded. 

Mr. Toope and Mr. Broad having spoken, a vote was 
taken, when only five voted, two members supporting 
Mr. Slocock and three voting against. The resolution 
was accordingly declared lost. 


DEMONSTRATION ON CASTING. 


The party then adjourned to the stable yard of the 
* Hotel where Mr. J. H. Parker, who some time ago con- 
tributed an illustrated article to Zhe Record on the 
subiect, gave, with the assistance of his son, a very 
interesting and instructive demonstration of hobbling 
and casting for castration by the method he favours. 
The demonstration was very successfully carried out on 
a fine Shire colt. 


ProposED VETERINARY INspEcToRS’ BRANCH. 


Mr. Toore spoke upon the proposed formation of a 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Branch of the R.C.M.A. He 
reminded members that he attended the last meeting of 
the Association for the purpose of interesting them in a 
suggestion which he was making throughout the South 
and East of England—the formation of a Veterinary 
Inspectors’ section by each Society. Briefly the object 
was union, and not separation, which union, he believed, 
would be promoted by Inspectors’ meetings being held 
in connection with Societies’ meetings. That would 
bring about a better feeling, there would be less 
jealousy and less fear of what he might almost term 
opposition to the veterinary inspectors. That union, 
which appeared to be absolutely necessary, would be 
best in connection with local societies, and affiliated to 
the National Veterinary Medical Association. He was 

lad to know there was now practical union, but what 
he wanted the Royal Counties to do was to officially 
recognise the movement, and form a distinct section of 
the society, and he thought good would come of that. He 
proposed that from each of the counties from which 
they drew their members the veterinary inspectors 
should be represented by two or three on the Council of 
the Society, and that matters which concerned them 
alone should be discussed at the meeting of the section 
an hour or so previous to the general meeting of the 
Society. By doing that they would add to their num- 
bers and retain them, because any Society doing that 
sessed the interest of the veterinary inspector who, 

if not already a member, would very shortly become 


one. 
Mr. Mate asked how he proposed that the Inspectors’ 
Section should be financed ? 
Mr. Toore did not think that anything of that kind 
was needed, The Secretary of the Society, who was a 


veterinary inspector as well, would do the necessary 
secretarial work for nothing, and if a special meeting 
was necessary for inspectors only—which had not yet 
ocecurred—there might be a special whip round among 
them. The expense of the literature was met by the 
National. 

The Prestpent: Do you not think that it is rather 
clashing with the National veterinary inspectors ? 

Mr. Toore did not think so at all. The idea seemed 
pretty general that the National veterinary inspectors 
were practically non est. Nothing appeared to have 
been done by them. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. P. J. Simpson 
on the point, in which the gentleman wrote—“ Should 
the Royal Counties Society have a branch for inspectors, 
or should the inspectors resident in the Royal Counties 
area form a sub-branch of the National Association of 
Veterinary Inspectors? It seems to me that it is a 
pity to have too many sub-divisions, as surely the 
inspectors of each county can discuss their own affairs, 
and if unsatisfactory refer the matter to the National 
Society of Veterinary Inspectors, who could take the 
matter up on their behalf in an even stronger way than 
a branch of the ‘Royal Counties Veterinary Associa- 
tion. The formation of these branches in existing 
veterinary societies tends to weaken rather than to 
strengthen the National Inspectors’ Society, and I do 
think we ought to try to hold that together. I think 
you will agree with me that what was done in Berkshire 
in a quiet way could be done in other counties, and if 
that 1s refused, refer the matter to the National Society 
of Inspectors.” 

The PrestpENT said be held with Mr. Simpson that 
the inspectors in the different counties should “ put their 
heads together” and then put their grievances before 
the local authorities. He was afraid that as a section 
of the Royal Counties they would be powerless. 

Mr. Toor said that hit the point he wanted to hit. 
Why could not inspectors, having considered improve- 
ments in various matters, delegate two of their mem- 
bers as representative of that Society, and in that way 
pass the thing on to the National Society ? 

The Hon. Sec. said he had sent out about 50 notices 
to veterinary inspectors, and also a special request to 
members to attend that meeting. The poor attendance 
that day was rather disappointing, and did not seem to 
show much enthusiasm for an Inspectors’ branch. 

Mr. WiLLETr moved that the matter be postponed 
until the general meeting at Reading, when there would 
be a more representative gathering. 

Mr. Mate, who seconded, thought the general body 
of Le omguamaas should express an opinion before action was 
taken. 

Mr. Toore said he quite agreed that the meeting 
should be representative. The motion was agreed to. 


THE WORKING OF THE TUBERCULOSIS 
ORDER. 


Mr. Siocock opened a discussion on this subject. It 
would suffice his purpose, he said, if he simply set the 
ball rolling, as several of those present had had con- 
siderable experience in the working of the Order. 

His own impression was that the Order—which he 
regarded as a preliminary “feeler”—was from that 
point of view very discreet, very sufticient, and very 
workable, although points in it were very puzzling. 
The fact of its being on quite new lines had made it 
difficult for them to fall in withit. They had the sanc- 
tion of the Treasury that out of the moneys voted by 
Parliament half the compensation paid by the local 
authorities should be refunded for five years. The con- 
tention, he believed, was that the call on the local 
authorities would be very heavy for those preliminary 
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years, and either that it would not be so heavy after the 
end of the five years, so that they could stand the 
whole expense themselves, or that another Order would 


be substituted within that time—and possibly a more | case 


comprehensive Order. The present Order was dealing 
with tuberculosis in a very modified form—tubercu!osis 
of the udder, tuberculous milk, and tuberculosis with 
emaciation. All cases of suspicious udders had to be 
inspected by the veterinary inspector, and all cases of 
emaciation in which tuberculosis was suspected. That 
gave the veterinary inspector the right of entry and to 
examine the rest of the animals on the premises, so that 
he could go through the whole herd. He had not to 
find out which of the animals were tuberculous, but 
which had tuberculosis within the meaning of the Order 
—which, of course, was very limited. The point was 
that it gave the veterinary inspector authority to go on 
those premises, and in that way it did great good from 
the inspector’s point of view. Any milking cow which 
was a “waster,” with a tubereulous udder, could be 
weeded out. It had beeome a trade with certain men 
to buy up those old cows, and they had been induced 
to traffic in them by owners who were anxious to get 
rid of them. It seemed essential nowadays, with that 
chance of inspection of herds, that the owner should not 
have on his pom any suspicious animals. He 
invited the dealer to buy them, and the dealer bought 
them at his own price and carted them away to different 
centres, one of those centres being the London Market. 
There an extraordinary number of emaciated animals 
had been killed, and that accounted for the small 
numbers appearing on the summaries given by the local 
authorities of animals condemned. They were inspected 
in the London Market, where emaciated and ra. 
lous animals were destroyed. The dealer gave, say, 30s. 
or £2, took them to London, and stood his chance, and 
there was always the “ ye Supposing eight out 
of twenty were condemned, the dealer stood to win. He 
(Mr. Slocock) thought the thing had been winked at, 
and that he could substantiate the statement. [The 
President : I endorse that.] 

In Article 10 of the Order, which dealt with the 
detention or isolation of suspected animals, it was pro- 
vided that an animal might at any time be slaughtered 
by the owner or person in charge. 

A point which he took as flattering to the veterinary 
surgeon was that the intimation might be given direct 
to the veterinary inspector instead of to the police, but 
that, of course, was controlled by the way in which the 
Order was administered in the different counties. There 
was throughout the Order a lenient idea on the part of 
the Board of Agriculture that no excessive notoriety 
should be given. The trade of a man known to have 
been supplying tuberculous milk would be gone, and 
there would be no attempt on his part to assist the 
Board in a quiet way in the eradication of affected 
animals, whereas it was hoped that in a lenient way the 
matter might be got quietly settled within the meaning 
of the Order ; and the inspector might persuade the 
owner to have all his animals tested and to segregate all 
which were reactors, and so, if possible, eliminate the 
affected animals from his herd. Those animals in which 
the disease was not far advanced would feed out as 
very good meat—of a sort. (Laughter.) 

The valuation for compensation was made on the 
easiest terms possible. Before an animal was slaugh- 
tered they had to get provisional consent between the 
owner and the local authority as to valuation, and no 
arbitrary method was suggested. The important point 
from the veterinary surgeon’s point of view was that 
of the definitions. In Article 8, par. 4, the Board had 
laid down a very good definition of advanced tuber- 
culosis ; but a difficulty had arisen there. They could 
get tuberculosis in both lungs—three nodules in one 
and two in the other.” He not seen his way clear 


to declare that to be advanced tuberculosis. Where 
tuberculous lesions were present on the plewra and 
the peritoneum they might take it to be an advanced 


Under Art. 8, where a carcase was emaciated and 
tuberculous lesions were present, they had many diffi- 
culties. He thought all the inspectors in Middlesex had 
fallen into the trap—he knew that he had. (Hear, hear). 
He had had cases of emaciation in which the animal 
had definitely reacted to tuberculin, and on a post- 
mortem he had found lesions, but they had been so very 
limited that he could not see his way to certify definite 
tuberculosis. Now he was more agreeable to fall in 
with the view of the Board—that it was a case of ad- 
vanced tuberculosis “ within the meaning of the Order,” 
because he took it such an animal was unfit for human 
food, and absolutely valueless on the market for any 
other purpose. (Hear, hear). 

As to the precautions to be adoptec with respect to 
milk, the Order allowed milk to used provided it 
was boiled. In his opinion that permission should 
never be given. (Hear, hear). Tuberculous milk was a 
source of danger ; and if it was so thoroughly boiled as 
to render it innocuous it could not be an advantage 
in a | way. He thought such milk should be des- 
troyed. 
he case of suspected animals in markets and fairs 
was in his opinion very wisely and reasonably provided 
for, although he acknowledged that there would be 
difficulty when they came to the London market. 

A rather unfortunate point as to veterinary inpectors 
was theamountof writing entailed. (Hear, hear). The 
reports required were something enormous—in fact one 
never knew when he had finished reporting on an indi- 
vidual case. The only compensating feature he could 
see was that they got the compensation which a 
solicitor got in a “ good ” case where there was a squabble 
—increased remuneration. (Laughter). If the fees 
were proportionate to the work they would get repaid, 
but on that point it seemed to him that the working of 
the Order in the case of an animal worth, perhaps, 30s., 
raised the question of what the veterinary inspector was 
to take out of it to be repaid for the work he did, The 
local authority had to consider that point presently ; 
but he was afraid pressure would be brought on the 
Board of Agriculture, in the formation of any new 
Order, and that it might not improve matters for them. 
His advice, if he were asked, would be to work the 
Order as long as it lasted, for he did not think they 
would ever get a better. They would get a more com- 
prehensive one, but he doubted if so much work 
would be thrown in their own hands. The question of 
compensation to the owner was very complicated, and 
it wanted a man who was pretty well an accountant to 
work it out ; but thank goodness that was not deputed 
to the veterinary inspector. 

He had always made it a point, in justice to himself, 
to the owner, and to the veterinary surgeon employed 
for the post-mortem, to invite the owner to have his own 
veterinary surgeon present at the post-mortem. 

Mr. Broap said it seemed to him silly to have two 
valuations. Only one valuation was made in the market 
in the old days. Personally he did not know, under the 
present system, how to value an affected cow. The 
owner, he thought, should be allowed to send some 
animals to the knackers, and let the post-mortem be 
made at the owner’s own expense. 

Mr. SELDON said the crux of the whole thing, as far 
as his division was concerned, lay in the valuation. He 
thought one valuation should be made, and that of the 
value of the animal as it stood on the day. Where one 
valuation might be 30/-, and the other £16, the owner 
got the idea that he ought to receive the latter sum. 
Unfortunately the tuberculin test was not infallible. 


It put a great onus on an inspector who condemned an 
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animal that reacted if on a post-mortem they couid not 


finda lesion to show the owner. The difficulty to him] h 


was that in every county the inspectors were working 
under different conditions. If all inspectors were put 
under one heading, and one scale of fees, they could 
combine, as Mr. Toope wished. Where local authorities 

id different fees the difficulty was to get a working 

is. He greatly feared that the whole of that business 
would be centralised in the Board of Agriculture, whole- 
time inspectors being employed, and if that were so the 
— veterinary surgeon would not get a chance. (Hear, 

ear). 

Mr. Mate. Personally, he thought there were two 
things in the working of the Order as to which there 
still appeared a considerable amount of doubt—one 
valuation, and the other the scope of the Order. As to 
the former, in many cases that had been brought to his 
notice, the amount obtained after slaughter, 7.e., the 
salvage, had been more than the owner’ had had, and 
naturally the owner kicked against that. He himself, 
instead of working from the top to the bottom, worked 
from the bottom to the top. If an owner only got 
quarter value for a diseased animal, they should work 
up from that 30/- so that in the event of the animal 
being found on post-mortem not badly affected, he would 
get at least three times 30/-. Where a carcase had 
made £6, £7, or £8 it was obviously unfair, and brought 
disrepute on the Order as well as on the valuer if the 
owner only received 30/-. He thought the Order justi- 
fied them in treating values in a more liberal manner. 
- (Hear, hear). To pay compensation £60,000 was set 
aside every year ; and for the first nine months only 
£4,000 to £5,000 had been utilised, so that people who 
had those unfortunate cows might surely Ee toontedl a 
little more liberally. He — agreed with Mr. Seldon 
that they should press for the one valuation ; for neither 
the local authorities, the police, or the valuers them- 
selves understood the two valuations. That one valua- 
tion should, in his opinion, be the market value of the 
animal as it stood, and he would let the owner have 
either three-fourths or one-fourth of this value; and £1 
besides the full value if the animal proved to be not 
affected. Most of them, he thought, had made mistakes 
as to what cows were really included under the Order. 
They were only able to deal with cows that were emaci- 
ated or were giving tubercle bacilli in the milk, or had 
tuberculous udders. If they attempted to deal—as 
owners often wished them to deal—with animals that 
were not emaciated it complicated matters very much. 
In the case of a cow suspected of giving tubercle bacilli 
in the milk it was sometimes necessary to inject 

inea-pigs, which meant that the cow and the milk 
had to be “hungup” for a month until the test was 
completed. In such a case he thought the owner 
should be paid fully for the milk that had to be des- 
troyed during that period. (Hear, hear). 

s to compulsory inspection of markets, there were a 
lot of markets that were not inspected, and to make the 
Order complete he thought veterinary surgeons should 
press the rd to compel all local authorities to have 
their markets inspected. (Hear, hear.) The heavy cost 
of the administration of the Order had been borne by 
the local authorities, and did not come out of the 
Exchequer at all. Farmers naturally kicked against 
bearing the enormous expense that involved, and getting 
no help from the Treasury, and they had petitioned the 
Board of Agriculture to put three-fourths on the 
Treasury, and in that they should receive every support 

ible. When the question of fees was first discussed 

e thought that the fees should not be excessive, 
although they should be adequate. Mr. Slocock sug- 
ted that the authorities might consider the fees too 
igh, but he thought the fees they charged at present 
were the extreme minimum. If veterinary surgeons 
stuck together he thought every county would adopt 


the scale, as most counties had done. (Hear, 
ear. 

Mr. WILLETT wished to compliment Mr. Slocock on 
his comprehensive and admirable opening of the debate. 
(Hear, hear.) - 

Mr. ParKER said he, as an inspector, had never con- 
demned a fat animal brought to market if evidently in 
good general health. 

Mr. Toore said his greatest difficulty had been with 
regard to valuation in cases of tuberculous udder. He 
was pleased to hear Mr. Slocock touch upon the ques- 
tion of miliary tuberculosis, which he had not the 
slightest doubt was a most dangerous form, as in all 
such cases infection of the blood stream had occurred ; 
= _ cases he should certainly condemn. (Hear, 

ear. 

The PRESIDENT said he could not see where the great 
difficulty came in over valuation. It was very clearly 
laid down in the Order, but they must not confine them- 
selves to the Order only. Under Article 6, the first 
valuation (health) was simply for the purpose of giving 
the authority deciding compensation some idea of the 
animal they were dealing with ; the second was — 
whether the beast was tuberculous, and if it had a 
tuberculous udder in so far they would delete from the 
value of the cow as a milking animal. If on post- 
mortem nothing was found wrong but the udder, the 
cow would be fit for human food, and that had to be 
considered in the valuation as well as the disposal of 
the milk. The difficulty arose if they did not look at it 
in that light. Hedid not think the valuer should 
be expected to assume to what extent the animal was 
affected. When very emaciated, cows had only one 
value practically—knackers’ price. Mr. Coleman then 
dealt at length with the conduct of the police in his 
district in the matter, and read correspondence. Pro- 
ceeding, he said he quite endorsed what Mr. Slocock had 
said as to the number of tuberculous animals going into 
London. He took a public health point of view of that 
and felt that if in the remedying of one evil they caused 
another it was a very serious thing. (Hear, hear.) The 
longer he lived the more difficulty he saw in separating 
the public health department of their profession from 
the rd of Agriculture. (Hear, hear.) He had been 
given to understand by some people who knew that the 

resent Order was practically a start, and that it was 

—_ in time to considerably extend it. 

Mr. ParRKER discussed the peculiarities of the tuber- 
culin test. 

Mr. MALE related some interesting experiences in 
connection with some large herds he had tested. 


Tue INTERIM ReEPoRT ON SWINE FEVER. 


The Secretary had ho to give a review of the 
second Interim Report of the Departmental Committee 
on Swine Fever, but time did not permit. 


SPECIMENS OF INTEREST. 


Mr. ParKER showed a number of new obstetric 
instruments. 

A large number of morbid specimens were exhibited, 
including : 

By Mr. Broad: Retropharyngeal glands from a cow 
and very fine specimens of double odontoma he had re- 
moved from a horse. 

By the President : A very large piece of bone—which 
had caused death—taken from near the cardiac orifice 
of stomach of bull-dog ; also some specimens of strongy- 
lus tetracanthus. 

The PresiDENT accorded the thanks of the meeting to 
Mr. Toope, Mr. Slocock, and Mr. Parker for his demon- 
stration, and the gentlemen who had brought specimens. 

Mr. ParKER replied. 

At the close of the meeting tea was provided at the 
kind invitation of Mr. J. H. Parker. 

G. P. Mats, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
| and-Mouth | Glanders.t+ Swine Fever. 
Disease. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | Sheep 
Period. breaks; mals. | Out- | Ani- [breaks} mals. Scab. 
lbreaks| mals. ' reaks red, * 
(a) (a) | (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended May 9 19 | 20 1 1 39 | 60 1 108 1246 
9 13 3 4] 55] 109 2 78 | 1797 
1912... | 18 | 19 5| 5] 33] 85] 3] 69 | 1038 
eek in 1911 ...| 15 | 43 2 4] 1 55 809 
Total for 19 weeks, 1914 | 856 880 11 74 34 «79 | 1183 | 2143 | 140] 1380 | 14065 
1913 | 251 273 64 20811350 2802] 114] 826 | 11895 
Corresponding 1912 ... | 424 | 475 65 | 141 | 1848 | 4152 | 159] 1262 | 16055 
period in 1911 ... | 375 | 464 1 18 78 | 225 294] 863 | 9401 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 12, 1914 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: London 1. 


Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended May 9 1 1 1 4 6 18 
1913 2 13 3 70 

Corresponding Week in | ee ae nae 3 4 8 114 
1911 ... 1 1 1 1 5 

Total for 19 weeks, 1914 ene 1 1 71 | 956 as an 40 822 101 439 
1913 aa aes 82 267 61 378 

di riod in (1912 ... 1 3 ae en 37 247 98 928 
eee - [ag wes 5 5 1 2 38 228 47 812 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May J1, 1914 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


THE YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
[NationaL V.M.A.—NorrHern Brancu). 


A meeting of the Society was held at the Hotel 
Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, the 24th April, at 4 p.m., 
when the Chair was occupied by the President, Mr. J. 
Abson, of Sheffield, and the following members were 
present: Messrs. S. E. Sampson, Sheffield ; M. Robin- 
son, Barnsley ; A. Ellison, Harrogate; J. A. Dixon, 8. 
Wharam, 4 G. Bowes, A. W. Mason, Geo. Barber, 
Leeds ; Thos. Pratt, Ripon; Hy. Sumner, Liverpool ; 
S. B. Vine, Settle; F. W. Pawlett, York ; H. W. Hol- 
land, Keighley ; P. R. Thompson, Halifax ; J. 8. Wood- 
row, Swinefleet; J. A. Hodgman, Barnsley; Geo. 
Whitehead, Batley ; C. Pitts, Bradford; J. Clarkson, 
Garforth, hon. sec. ; and A. McCarmick, Leeds, hon. 
treas. Visitor: Mr. Jas. Douglas, Ripon, Pharmacist. 

Apologies for absence were received from Prof. Brad- 
ley, Messrs. Lloyd, Bowman, Lazenby, Weston, Pollard, 
Crawford, and Somers. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 

The SecrerTary read correspondence from Mr. Ship- 
ley, of Great Yarmouth, asking for financial support 
towards the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
which was established for the } genes of affording help 
to the necessitous widows and children, Dee mer! of 
young veterinary surgeons who had died before being 
able to make proper provision for their dependents. 

In reference to the resignations which had _ been 
received from three members of the Society, the Secre- 
tary stated he had written the three gentlemen in ques- 
tion, as empowered at the last meeting, asking them to 


reconsider their decision, but up to the present had 
received no reply. He asked permission to write them 
once more and make another attempt to get them to 
retain their membership. This was agreed to. 


Morion By Mr. S. WHARAM. 


Mr. 8. WHaraM moved the following motion which 
he had given notice of at the previous meeting :—“ That 
the word ‘medical’ be deleted from the title of the 
Society.” He remarked that it was probable the dic- 
tionaries at the time when the word “ medical ” was in- 
serted were not the same as at the present date, other- 
wise he could not understand how the word ame 
inserted in the title. The word “veterinary” to-day 
meant the art of healing the diseases of domestic 
animals, whilst the word “medical” simply meant the 
art of healing. Thetwo words together savoured some- 
what of tautology, and were simply a duplication. 
However, in the wisdom of the Society it had been 
decided about 12 years ago, apparently he supposed for 
simplicity’s sake, that the title of the Society should be 
the “Yorkshire Veterinary Society.” Shortly after- 
wards the word “ medical” was reinserted, but there 
was reason for that change. It was imagined that as 
registered medical practitioners they might thereby 
obtain exemption from acting on juries and rebates in 
the motor taxes and the duty on petrol. They were all 
aware that their desires in that direction had not been 
fulfilled, and never would be. None of them, he 
thought, wished to ride on the backs of the medical 
profession and receive concessions in that way ; if they 
were to receive any concessions at all they wished them 


to be granted to them as veterinary surgeons and in no 
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other way. That was one of the reasons a, he sug- 

ted they should call themselves the “ Yorkshire 
Veterinary Society.” Such a title would signify that 
they were a society of veterinarians quite unconnected 
with the medical profession, though at the same time it 
did not distinguish between veterinary medicine and 
veterinary surgery, as he considered those two distinct 
branches of their own profession. In the interests of 
the Society and of the profession he thought it would be 
a wise thing to strike out the word “ medical ” from the 
title. 

The CHAIRMAN seconded the motion. In his opinion 
they could quite well do without the word “medical,” 
which seemed to him somewhat to trespass upon the 
domains of the medical man, though he did not know 
whether the medical profession viewed it in that light 
at all. He thought they were quite capable of standing 
on their own bottom. The original title of the Society 
had been the “ Yorkshire Veterinary Society,” and it was 
altered because it was thought by doing so they might 
obtain the concessions suggested by Mr. Wharam, but 
as the change had not brought about the results antici- 
pated, he thought without any qualms of conscience 
they could now dispense with the term “ medical.” 

The SECRETARY announced that he had received a 
telegram from Mr. Lazenby who was not able to be 
present, stating that he regretted his absence as he 
would have voted against any change in the name of the 
Society. 

Also another communication from Mr. Pollard re- 

tting he could not be present at the meeting as he 
fad hoped to assist in defeating Mr. Wharam’s motion. 
“The founders of the Society, he thought, had good 
reason for including the word “medical.” They were 
getting into closer touch with the medical profession 
every year, and he saw nothing to their disadvantage in 
including the term in the title, especially as, under the 
name of medical practitioners, they were endeavouring 
to obtain the same privileges as were accorded to their 
sister profession, namely, the rebate on the petrol tax 
and exemption from service on juries. He could not 
see any possible gain in such a retrogressive step.” 

Mr. bowes rose toa point of order, and asked whether 
a motion of that kind for the alteration of the title of 
the Society should not be discussed at the annual 
meeting, and three months notice be given before such 
annual meeting. 

Mr. McCarmick said the same question had been 
brought up the last time the rules were altered, and it 
was stated it had been a mistake. 

The SecrETARY said the history of the whole matter 
was that when the rules were revised it was suggested 
by the Committee of revision that the word “ medical” 

ould be dropped. The rules were examined by the 
members and were passed practically as a whole. 
Later on, apparently, some of the members had noticed 
that the word “medical” had been dropped, and on the 
subject being discussed a resolution was carried that 
the name of the Society should again be the “ Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Society.” He would like to point 
out at the same time that the title of the Society did 
not comprise one of the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would rule that it was not 
a rule and that the notice suggested by Mr. Bowes 
was not required. 

Mr. Bowes said that that being so he would certainly 
ger Mr. Wharam’s motion. They were practitioners 
of veterinary medicine and veterinary surgery, and 
though to give the Society the full title of the “Veteri- 
| Medical and Surgical Society,” would be unneces- 
sarily wordy, yet he did not see why the word “medical” 
should be dropped. Other societies of a similar kind 
were called “Veterinary Medical Societies” and he 
thought it was a more correct designation to retain the 
word “ medical.” Veterinary medicine was a branch of 


medicine, and they were not in any way trying to usurp 
any medical title in using the enh They could claim 
to be one of the branches of the great profession of 
medicine, and as such they might ultimately enjoy 
some of the advantages of the medical profession. 

Mr. SUMNER supported Mr. Bowes. He was present 
at the meeting when the word “ medical” was adopted, 
he said, and while he recognised that it was possibly 
adoped at the time for selfish reasons he thought the 
were entitled to it. He was conscious of a certain feel- 
ing animating the rank and file of the profession which 
was antagonistic to the medical man, as it was felt that 
in the matter of public offices and administrative con- 
trol the medical man was “top dog.” He himself, how- 
ever, did not share those feelings, because in the matter 
of public health the veterinary man represented the 
type of animals that the public authorities had to deal 
with, and the diseases of those animals which they were 
endeavouring to mitigate. 

Mr. Bowes again rose to ask whether the matter 
was strictly in order, because although the title of the 
Society might not be embodied in the rules it was 
included in the preamble to the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would be much better to dis- 
pose of the matter at once. He himself had seconded 
the motion, but he had done so more with the idea of 
bringing about a discussion and settling the subject 
once for all. 

The motion was thereupon put to the meeting and 
declared lost. 

The CoarrMAN: We will take it as a substantive 
motion if you like, Mr. Bowes. 

Mr. Bowes: I am satisfied. 

In regard to the Hunting Memorial Fund, the Secre- 
tary stated he had received a letter from Mr. Carter, 
the President of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, enclosing two forms of petition to the First Lord 
of the Treasury that pensions might be granted to the 
children of the late William Hunting, and asking that 
the matter might be placed before the meeting so that a 
resolution might be passed authorising the Chairman 
and officers to sign and return the petition. The Secre- 
tary pointed out that the matter had been considered 
at the Council meeting, and the Council recommended 
that the President and officers of the Society should 
sign the petition for presentation to the Prime Minister. 
This was agreed to. 

The Secretary also stated the Council had considered 
the question of making a subscription towards the funds 
required in connection with the International Congress 
and in addition had recommended that the President be 
a3 the delegate of the Society. 

r. A. W. Mason proposed this recommendation be 
confirmed, and this was carried. 


SOME CLINICAL EXPERIENCES. 
Address by H. SuMNER, M.R.c.v.8., Liverpool. 


Case 1. A thoroughbred mare which was served in 
the early months of the year and, becoming pregnant, 
was sent to the part of the world where he lived. 
During the back end she slipped twins and held her 
placenta ; this was removed, and there was no dificult 
with the womb. She returned to Newmarket for stu 
purposes again and was served rather sooner than he 
considered advisable, as he had thought it would be 
well to give her several months rest. The mare after- 
wards was sent to Liverpool again, and up to November 
looked as well as any mare in the stud. About Novem- 
ber he was called in to see the mare, as it was stated 
she had been doing badly. He thought she might have 
become somewhat dirty inside and ordered her some 
sloppy food, but he did not think it relieved her. The 
mare stood with her behind against a wall for shelter 
her coat was erect, she looked wretched, miserable and 
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dejected. The pulse, however, was normal, and she had 
no temperature. Inspection of the excreta was made 
and it was found entirely satisfactory, but on looking 
at the buccal membrane and mouth he found it foul. 
On getting closer he noticed that she had cast her 
chestnuts which had peeled off. The mare was taken to 
another place away from the other mares. He sug- 
gested the probability of pick foaling, and instructed 
the groom to watch for foetal movements. Continued 
and increasing cutaneous irritation was noticed in the 
limbs, the nose, the ribs, the face, but there was no 
temperature. a mg failed generally, especially in 
the morning. frobably in the early afternoon the mare 
would begin to nibble a bit, and she might take her 
evening meal. These symptoms continued, and about 
Christmas time it was seen that failure was coming 
about pretty quickly. There was no uterine evidence 
and there was no reason to believe that the foal was 
vigorous. The mare eventually became emaciated, got 
down, and died. The prominent feature of the ab- 
ominable buccal membrane was a symptom which he 
would not easily forget. 

During this time the owner became alarmed because 
the mare did not pickfoal, and it was thought she was 
suffering from poisoning from a dead fcetus. Alarm 
was also felt as to whether it was not something in- 
fectious, but he was able to satisfy the owner on that 
score. He gave the opinion that the mare was suffer- 
ing from the reabsorption of a poison which was 

nerated in her own body probably of a uterine source. 
The death was the usual toxic death; she became 
unable to rise and so died. She was not shot. 

In the post-mortem a most extraordinary condition 
of the stomach was found. It was suggested when she 
did not pick that she was probably doped. The fashion- 
able dopes—arsenic, antimony, nitrochloric acid, nitro- 
glycerine, were well known, but when the contents of 
this mare were analysed the chemist found, curiously 
enough, an excess of zinc. He (Mr. Sumner) had never 
known zinc in any shape or form to be used as a dope, 
and incidentally he would be very glad to know if any 

ntleman present were able to say that he knew of zinc 

ing used for that purpose. 

The foetus had died probably a few days before the 
dam ; there was a little bit of detachment from the 
dam. It seemed to have been arrested and was only a 
miniature fcetus, but it was not a dead foetus nor fcetid. 
The stomach was the root of all the evil. It was the 
most extraordinary thing he had seen, particularly in 
the cuticular portion. In the villous portion he felt a 
difficulty in describing it ; in the fresh state it looked 
as if swollen, rigid, corrugated, and raw, but on the 
surface it was covered with certain epithelial cells. The 
liver was enlarged, and the main and subsidiary ducts 
were wholly a. The stomach was passed 
on to the pathological laboratory of the Liverpool 
University where it formed a very interesting — of 
study, and the consideration of its pathological con- 
dition had not yet been completed. The first report 
obtained from the laboratory in February, stated that 
“the section of the cardiac end of the stomach shows 
very marked inflammatory fibrosis and thickening of 
the mucous coat, proliferation of the superficial epithe- 
lium which in places is The 
sections of the liver show that the cysts are composed 
of dense fibrous tissues. The condition of the stomach, 
which is most unusual, has evidently been due to some 
continued chronic irritation which has been acting for 
many months. There is no evidence that the irritant 
was a chemical one.” The Professor adds: “If I had 
known you intended to show the case I would have 

iven you a og 7. I think it ought to be pub- 
hed eventually. ince writing the report, I have 
found certain small collections of multi-nucleated cells 
whose arrangement is such that they suggest parasitic 


infection, but I have not succeeded in demonstrating 
the parasites. Chronic irritation leading to epithelioma 
is well known in human pathology, but I have no record 
in animals.” 

The curious feature of the case was the entire absence 
of temperature. There was the persistence of this 
abominable condition of the buccal membranes the 
whole time, but there was practically no evidence of 
pain. The owner was informed that the result of the 
analysis showed an undue proportion of zinc, and he 
amereey suggested it might be attributable to the 
fact that the drinking troughs in the paddocks were 
lined with zinc. This, however, was a mare out of a 
stud of 30 which were all under the same conditions, 
and the drinking water was from the corporation water 
supply, pretty well charged, as usual, with lime, and 
there was no evidence of it causing a solution of zinc 
in any great quantity. 

At the last Liverpool Assizes a firm of chemical 
manufacturers was sued for the loss of some sheep which 
were said to uave died through drinking water which 
had been poisoned by the fumes and effluents from 
their works. It was found that zine was present in the 
dead sheep in unusual quantities, but curiously enough 
the defendants were able to produce analyses of shee 
and other animals from other places far afield whi 
showed quite as much zinc, and in some cases more. 

Case 2. Mr. Sumner had been called in in consulta- 
tion in Cheshire. He asked the owner to describe the 
case, but was told that the cases were of all kinds, 
Some of the cattle appeared to be in for pneumonia, 
others foundered feet, others nervous disorders, others 
queer on their legs. Some of the animals were attacked 
with curious periods of increased respiration, which 

sed off in 36 or 48 hours. At the same place a year 

fore a similar trouble had arisen when the animals 
had been brought into the homestead. In investigatin 
the cases to find out the cause Mr. Sumner conside 
the hygiene, the dietary, and practically everything 
possible, but could not lay his ar on any particular 
source that was likely to bring about the particular 

thological condition. Finally the water was tapped. 

his was obtained from a borehole, zinc and lead pipes, 
and stood in a red sandstone reservoir, and some of the 
water was even used in the house itself. The water 
supply was stopped and for a time pit water was used. 
When the water was analysed it showed an enormous 
proportion of zinc, and fortunately the trouble ceased to 
exist when the animals went off the water. In view of 
the loss of the valuable mare previously mentioned, and 
of the trouble with these sheep and cattle, it did seem 
to him as if zinc might be a much more serious poison- 
ing agent than many of them would have believed. 


IRREGULAR DENTITION. 


Those interested in equines, and especially heavy 
breeds, had all had ioeuliie in adventitious molars, 

remarked. The trouble he had himself experienced was 
with a seventh molar on the lower jaw ; he had never 
come across a seventh molar on the upper jaw which 
had seriously interfered with the ability to take food. A 
great trunk of a horse gradually declined, and came to 
have his mouth examined. No irregularity was found 
in his teeth and no spaces ; his teeth were rasped over, 
and he was given tonic powders and sent off. But he 
only went to come back again, there was no relief, he 
mauled his food and turned it out in pellets. The mus- 
cles of his face and lips were found to be alright, and 
prehension was alright, nothing was found wrong wit 
the palate, nor with the fauces, but right at the top this 
extra molar was coming down. The horse became 
emaciated. He was fed on slops until he got tired of 
them, and the owner came to the conclusion that some- 
thing would have to bedone. Mr. Sumner described to 
him the difficulty of getting sufficient power at the end 
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of the mouth to extricate the tooth, and suggested 
taking the sixth molar out, as he might not be able to 
get the seventh, and in the hope that the seventh molar 
would fall in the place of the disused sixth. This was 
accomplished and the sixth tooth was taken out, and 
then the seventh. There was a small mark of attrition 
on the seventh molar where it had come into contact 
with the opposing sixth, which was worth looking at. 
The seventh molar on the other side could not be got 
out, and the horse remained with the seventh molar on 
his off side. Since this uperation the horse had been 
eating well from that time. 


Coronet LAMENESS. 


Mr. Sumner went on to put the question whether 
they would have to recognise that equines suffered from 

heea or alveolar periostitis ? 

In heavy city practice he thought they would agree 
with him that sometimes the ricketing of the coronet 
was one of their greatest difficulties. It was frequently 
a blind lameness, frequently very intense, and fre- 
quently very difficult to treat. Very few cases made 
rational recoveries. Perhaps only within comparatively 
late years he had come to the conclusion that most of 
the ricketed coronet pedal joints were not ricketed so 
much, but rather that they resulted from arthritis which 
was due to some interference with the pyramidal pro- 
cess of the pedal bone. 

The specimen he showed was the off-hind foot of a 
mare which had a quittor on the inside. He had 
operated upon her in the stocks as he could get a fairer 
cutting by that means than ona table or on the ground, 
and he had not given a general anesthetic but had 
given an injection. Having exposed th necrotic tissue 
she was packed up and sent home. Everything seemed 
satisfactory, she was not lame, and the wound appeared 
to be doing very well. She afterwards went lame, 
however, and the trouble got worse. The owner thought 
it was due te something arising out of the operation, and 
he (Mr. Sumner) thought—had he infected something ? 
Was his needle not sterilised, or the drug he used be- 
come effete? The ordinary surgical dressings were re- 
moved, and in about a fortnight there was some little 
enlargement just over the anterior part of the coronet 
rather to the inner side, and the whole time the mare 
avoided putting any weight on the foot. This gradually 
developed until it liquidated, and there was considera- 
ble hemorrhage. The owner did not say “kill,” and 
Mr. Sumner did not. She lived so long that the stuff 
she was standing on gave way, in fact the pedal bone 
came down. In the end she was put down, a dissection 
was made, and the hoof was taken off. 

From the specimen it would be seen that the pyra- 
midal process was fractured in several portions, and 
there was one loose portion on the top. The lameness 
in this case was not an immediate lameness, but a pro- 
gressive lameness. No injury was caused in bringing 
her leg up on to the stocks which might have accounted 
for the fracture of the bone. How that fracture origin- 
ated remained a puzzle. 

Another case Mr. Sumner mentioned, was a mare 
discovered lame and put into a forge to have her foot 
examined. A little humidity was found and the smith 
thought it was “thrush.” The feot was put into a bag, 
but shortly after the mare was found to be painfully 
lame. The lameness was persistent, acute, and extreme. 
The mare put no weight on the limb ; she was not point- 
ing and snatching the limb up, but stood on it per- 
sistently and would not move it voluntarily. It was sug- 
gested to the owner it was a serious case. She was a 
mare in disagreeable health, had a greasy heel, and was 
nine or ten years old perhaps, and had a discharge 
commonly called the “whites.” She was a good sort of 
mare but not a good resistant. In time the affected leg 

cedematous, and then the other leg also, Eventu- 


ally she was a down. In the specimen it would 
be seen that he had removed the horny box. The matter 
was not delayed until the mare showed necrosis of the 
part affected, but it was decided it was a bad case, and 
she was slaughtered: In this case he(Mr. Sumner) tried 
to find a fracture of the pyramidal process ; he had held 
the foot on his knee an had tried in many ways to find 
whether he could get any direct or indirect crepitation, 
but had failed. From the section they would see the 
attachment to the pyramidal process was quite broken 
off and was going through some necrotic changes. The 
pyramidal process represented a very definite laceration 
and behind the coronal pedal joint would be found all 
the evils. He thought probably there was more acute 
pyramidal disease than they were conscious of. 

On the subject of dairy cattle, Mr. Sumner mentioned 
he recently had three recurrences of dropping within 12 
hours after apparent recovery, in one particular place. 
The beasts were down with typical symptoms of milk 
fever. Inflation was made, and in six hours they re- 
gained consciousness, recovered the use of their Te ‘ 
and every appearance of health, but 12 hours after- 
wards they were down again. He did not want to touch 
on the pathology of milk fever, but he should like some 
information as to whether in the practices of the gentle- 
men present they had reason to believe that leaving the 
udder tense after calving was any preventive against 
milk fever. Until recently, in his own practice when 
consciousness was restored he had been anxious to get 
the udder clean, with the idea that it would wash away 
or bring down something which was apparently causing 
the nervous disturbance. There were a good many 
observers who did not quite believe in the presence of 
autogenous toxin in the udder. 

Mr. Sumner then introduced the subject of epizooti- 
ology. He had a client, he said, who had a big estab- 
lishment of coursing dogs. Those who knew the habits 
of coursing dogs would know that when the saplin 
were brought into the training quarters it was generally 
necessary to look out for some kind of disease,as they 
might be germ carriers, convalescent of distemper but 
still able to infect other dogs with which they came in 
contact. This particular outbreak he had no hesitation 
in saying was the dog typhus or what was known as 
the Stuttgart disease. he owner came to the con- 
clusion that the kennels must be reeking with infection 
and he suggested that they should be thoroughly dis- 
infected under his (Mr. Sumner’s) direction. But Mr. 
Sumner suggested that it was not merely disinfection 
of the kennels that was required but new kennels as 
the present kennels could only be called dog dungeons. 
There was no light and the air space was not good. 
The kennels were long narrow compartments 15 feet 
high with alittle window that could be opened. The 
roof came about 14 feet and then was cut up at an 
angle. There was no light, and what little ventilation 
they got was through the door. The trainers believed 
that the dogs should be hard worked and put in a place 
without any light either from the walls or from the sun, 
and that they should be kept in the dark, and he had 
to get over that sentimental idea. Mr. Sumner sug- 
gested a certain vaccine, which had been put on the 
market for the prevention of canine distemper, might 
be used upon one half or two-thirds of the dogs, and 
the owner agreed to this. Twenty dogs were inoculated 
and one kennel was altered. All went quite well and 
the owner was so pleased with the results that he 
ordered 40 more sets of the vaccine and said he would 
have them all done the week after the Waterloo Cup 
when so many saplings would be coming in. Just be- 
fore the Waterloo Cup, however, the owner reported 
that several of the dogs were queer again, and they 
had to vomit them and purge them, as they were not 


getting the stuff out of their stomachs, and their vomit 
was found to be full of bile. When Mr. Sumner asked 
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to see how the dogs were vomited he was given a de- 
monstration with a lump of washing soda about as big 
as a hazel nut. The stools of these dogs were not quite 
right, but they took what food they got. He suggested 
that the dogs for the Waterloo Cup should be removed, 
and this was done. When the saplings came in he sug- 
gested that they should not come into the kennels but 
should be drafted into another centre and inoculated 
before they were introduced, for fear that this indefinite 
disease might be a low form of infectious disease ; but 
the difficulties of arranging separation were too great. 
The buildings were sprayed with Izal. Twenty-six dogs 
were inoculated, and in addition the other dogs in the 
other ranges of kennels that have been mentioned. In 
the meantime the dogs from the Waterloo Cup came 
back, and they remained well. The trainer then re- 

rted that every dog was sick, both those that were 
inoculated and those that were not. Whatever was 
the cause, the trouble has gone on; the older dogs 
which were fairly resistant have not been much trouble, 
but all the fresh dogs have had what would be called 
a gastro-enteritis. The trainer’s opinion was that it was 
due to a blockage in the bowels. A post-mortem was 
made on one bitch which died, and it was found to 
have an intussuscepted gut ; another had a very acute 
aud hemorrhagic pneumonia. The question arises, is it 
distemper in one of its manifold forms? Afterwards 
when other saplings came in they were taken to another 
establishment. They were neither fasted nor wormed, 
but two days after they came in, all in apparent health, 
they were submitted to inoculation, and at the end of a 
week it is presumed that immunity will have been ac- 
quired—if it can be acquired by this means, and these 
ten saplings will then be put into the same kennels 
with the others where this particular disease is ravaging. 
So that perhaps upon another occasion, said Mr. 
Sumner, I shall be able to tell you whether these ten 
dogs by reason of their inoculation have been able to 
resist the disease. 


It was decided that the discussion on the address 
should be adjourned until the next meeting in July, 
when it was hoped Mr. Sumner would be good enough 
to attend to reply on the points raised. 

The CHAIRMAN moved a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Sumner for the excellent address he had given them, 
and which he characterised as very much more interest- 
ing than a set paper. This was carried with applause. 

Under the heading of “Interesting cases ” Mr. White- 
head instanced a case of a horse suffering from prolapsus 
ani such as he had not seen for something like 20 or 
30 years. 

r. CLARKSON inquired what had been the result of 
the case. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD: Entirely successful, 

Mr.CiarKson: What was the treatment ? 

Mr. WHITEHEAD: Holding it back. A man was em- 
ployed holding is back fora day and a half. 

Mr. ELutson said he had had a similar case to Mr. 
Whitehead’s, and he had supplied a truss which had 
proved effective. 

Mr. Sampson said he would like to ask Mr. Sumner’s 
advice upon a question of pigs, as he knew he was a 

t authority on them. During the last two months 
he had come across 18 or 20 cases of sows with their 
first litter going four or five days or even a week past 
their time, and developing fits, and either dying quickly 
or parting with one or two pigs and then dying after- 
wards, some with pigs and some without. The post- 
mortem showed absolutely nothing macroscopically 
except ir their lungs, where he had seen pretty constant 
hemorrhagic patches, but all the other organs so far as 
one could see were quite healthy. Perhaps the Presi- 
dent could say whether he had been called in to see 
any cases of swine fever in his (Mr. Sampson’s) district. 


The CHAIRMAN said he had been called in to several 
cases referred to by Mr. Sampson, and had been quite 
at a loss to account for death. He had to return such 
cases as “obscure,” all the organs appeared apparently 
normal. 

Mr. CLARKSON said he had had similar cases in his 
practice, and in some cases a modified ailment of the 
same type which led up to paralysis, those which re- 
covered from the fits ending in paralysis. He had made 
two or three post-mortems but had not been able to 
find anything. He would suggest a toxin. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed the thanks of the Associa- 
tion to Mr. Pratt, one of the founders of the Society, 
and the donor of their collection of horse shoes and 
other veterinary specimens, for his attendance there that 
afternoon. They were very pleased to see him once 
more amongst them, and congratulated him upon the 
marvellous recovery he had made from his recent illness, 
He hoped Mr. Pratt would view with satisfaction the 
provision the Society had made for the collection he had 
so generously presented to them. 

Mr. Pratt briefly replied. 

Mr. McCarmick proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President for his services in the Chair, and on being 
seconded by Mr. Wharam, this was carried unani- 
mously. 


J. Hon. See. 


“‘ Localised ” Tuberculosis in the Pig. 


A report made to the Local Government Board by 
Dr. A. Eastwood and Dr. F. Griffith, issued recently, 
gives the results of a valuable series of observations on 
the distribution of visible tuberculous lesions and of 
tubercle bacilli in pigs selected at the slaughterhouse 
as examples of minor degrees of pig tuberculosis. The 
term “localised” tuberculosis is often loosely used in 
meat inspection, but it is used in this report to signify 
disease which as naked-eye examination is apparent] 
confined to the lymphatic glands in relation to the ali- 
mentary tract. Among the ordinary pigs which come 
to the slaughterhouse, tuberculosis actually localised in 
this way is much Jess common than tuberculosis which 
is more or less widely disseminated. Thus at the 
Brighton abattoir, from which a large part of the 
material was obtained, 24,144 pigs were examined during 
the period of selection, of which 209 were reported by 
the meat inspector to be affected by general tubercu- 
losis, 393 had slightly disseminated tuberculosis, while 
localised tuberculosis was present in only 59. The pi 
as the work of the Royal Commission on human oe 
animal tuberculosis showed, is susceptible to infection 
with various bacilli of mammalian type (including 
bovine and human) and with avian bacilli. By far the 
most common source of infection is the bovine, derived 
from tuberculous milk or from the tuberculous fecal 
discharges of cattle ; but avian infection may also arise 
from ingestion of the excreta of fowls, while in one or 
two of the series reported on, the bacilli were found to 
be of the eugoniec type, of low virulence for rabbits, 
indicating a human source of infection. Avian infection 
in the pig appears to have much smaller tendency to 
dissemination—when judged by the presence of naked- 
eye tuberculous lesions—than bovine infection. Gener- 
ally, when infection was due to avian bacilli the affected 
glands were either not enlarged or only slightly so; they 
contained gritty or calcareous nodules which were easily 
shelled out of the surrounding tissue, leaving behind 
smooth fibrous-walled cavities. With bovine infection, 
a greater degree of local gland affection was apparent, 
and when closer examination was made in the labora- 
tory of lungs, liver, spleen, and certain other tissues of 
the pigs classified in the slanghter-house as examples 0 


“localised” tuberculosis, naked-eye evidence of dissemi- 
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nation was frequently found. Of the 59 pigs above 
referred to, for example, the disease was ascertained 
by this special examination to be strictly localised only 
in 24. In regard to the presence of tubercle bacilli in 
apparently normal organs and tissues, it was noteworthy 
—and reassuring in view of the comparative harmless- 
ness of the avian bacillus to man—that the bacilli 
were readily found in tissues presenting no naked-eye 
lesions when avian infection was in question, but very 
seldom in the case of bovine infection. In one or two 
instances the examination of the tuberculous lesions of 
the pig demonstrated the co-existence of mammalian 
and avian bacilli, or of different kinds of mammalian 
bacilli, in the same aninial. The Royal Commission of 
1896 recommended that the whole carcass of the pig 
should be regarded as unfit for food if tuberculosis was 
present in any degree, and their finding receives some 
support as a result of these investigations. In practice, 
however, the recommendation has often been considered 
too drastic to be generally acted upon, and various 
modified standards of condemnation have been adopted. 
It may be concluded from the report that where partial 
condemnation is practised it 1s important that the 
examination of the carcass and its organs at the 
slaughterhouse should be thorough, so that the extent 
to Shich the animal is affected can be accurately 
gauged.— The Lancet. 


Tuberculous Cattle—A Tall Order. 


The cause and prevention of tuberculosis in infancy 
formed the subject of the first of a series of lectures 
delivered, under the auspices of the Glasgow Infant 
Health Visitors’ Association, at Glasgow University on 
May 7th. Dr. Leonard Findlay, the lecturer, said a 

t deal of the disease in infancy and childhood was 
des to infection from the cow. ‘There was absolutely 
no reason, he said, why they should not rid the country 
of all tuberculous cattle. Were the Government to 
order the destruction of all tuberculous cattle, and make 
it illegal to keep milch cows of more than five or six 
years of age, bovine tuberculosis would cease to exist. 

It had been stated in Parliament recently that there 
were 80,000 tuberculous cattle in Britain. That repre- 
sented £1,600,000 at £20 a head, or only about one-half 
of the cost of a warship. At present the Government 
made a grant of £1,500,000 for the erection of sanatoria 
simply for the treatment of the disease.—Glasgow 
Evening Citizen. 


The V.S. in S. Africa—An Appreciation. 


The following is taken from the Official Souvenir of 
the South African Industrial Exhibition held in Febru- 
ary, 1914, at Cape Town :— 

“Probably no technical man has borne so much 
one, received so much opposition, or been the 
subject of so much banter, yet pushed on more doggedly, 
than the veterinary surgeon. Fortunately there was 
one prominent figure whose industry, capability, good 
work, and good humour always stood out clearly enough 
to convince those who could see that if there was 
failure at any time was due to individual and not to the 
cause. To-day, still, there are those—a good many— 
who have no friendly feeling towards a veterinary sur- 
geon. Men whose freedom has been restricted on 
account of the prevalence of some disease or another are 
not always philosophers. Men who have to apply 
restrictions are seldom regarded as friends ; and some- 
times, we must admit, restrictions were not wisely en- 
forced, though the intention was excellent. But the 
veterinary surgeon has, in the end, won his way, if not 
to the affection, at any rate to the intelligence of the 
great majority of the people. It is a long story to deal 
with the various remedies that have been discovered or 


introduced—and here we must include the bacteriolo- 
gist—but we should at least mention the cure of wire- 
worm and the geilziekte in sheep; inoculation against 
rinderpest, redwater, lung sickness in cattle, against 
blue-tongue in sheep, and against horse-sickness in 
equines, and the treatment of ostriches for internal 
rasites. The discovery of the greatest practical value, 
owever, has been the effect of dipping cattle against 
ticks. It was a farmer who first proved this, but again 
science had to come to our aid, first in giving us the life 
history of the various ticks, without which dipping 
would not have received half the credence it h 
because it would often have been wrongly applied, an 
secondly, in giving us the most suitable formula. Dip- 
ping has deprived East Coast fever of its power to 
decimate, is making cattle farming more profitable, is 
helping to increase our herds at a greater rate than 
formerly, has enabled us to restock with sheep whole 
districts which were less than a decade ago denuded of 
small stock by heartwater. It is often said that no 
country is so subject to diseases of domestic animals as 
South Africa is. If so, it is a tribute to the scientists 
employed in connection with them that the number of 
live stock has increased so largely.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 To 1911. 


Return showing the number of Premises on which the 
existence of TuBERCULOsIS has been notified to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries during the month of 
April, 1914. 

NGLAND (Counties) 


Bedford 
Berks 
Cambridge 
Isle of Ely 
Chester 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 
Derby 
Devon 
Dorset 
Durham 
Essex 
Gloucester 
Hereford 
Hertford 
Huntingdon 
Kent 
Lancaster 
Leicester 
Lincoln, Holland 


ENGLAND (continued) * 


Westmoreland 4 4 
Wilts 24 29 
Worcester 10 ll 
York, East R. 2 2 
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* Number of bovine animals suffering from tuberculosis 
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PA RLIAMENTARY. 


anp Darrises BILL. 


In the House of Commons on Tuesday, May 12th. 

Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL: The general law had had 
regard chiefly to the prevention of fraud and adultera- 
tion, and but little regard to the more important matter 
of the protection of public health. Expert authorities 
had reported that tuberculosis among children was 
undoubtedly spread by the consumption of tuberculous 
milk, and the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, which 
sat for six years, and the recent Departmental Commit- 
tee on Tuberculosis, presided over by the hon. member 
for Plymouth, reported unanimously in the same sense. 
There were in England and Wales 53,000 cases of tuber- 
culosis every year, of which one-fourth were non-pul- 
monary, and a considerable proportion was due to the 
consumption of tuberculous milk. About 100 local 
authorities had now secured power to protect their 
population inst contaminated milk. They were 
almost all anen authorities and the result was the 
multiplication of inspection in rural districts which 
was most distasteful to the agricultural industry. 
(Hear, hear). 

It had long been recognised that the matter demand- 
ed legislation, but the subject has proved a matter of 
heated controversy. Several great and powerful inter- 
ests were concerned. The public health authorities, 
especially in the towns, were properly eager to safe- 
guard the health of their population and unwilling to 
surrender the powers conferred on them by local Acts 
unless they were assured that a really efficient system 
ofinspection and control would be established in rural 
districts. The milk-selling industry, a numerous and 
ae es mg body, which was conducting a trade of 
inestimable value to the community, were anxious to 
secure the purity of the milk supply, but did not desire 
that in the conduct of their business they should be un- 
necessarily harassed by regulations. They were espec- 
ially anxious that they should not be punished for 
faults that they had not committed merely because they 
were the parties most easy to reach. (Hear, hear.) 
Thirdly, there was the great agricultural industry, 
equally eager to observe any practical measures to main- 
tain the eng of the milk industry and safeguard 
the public health, but objecting yee: 9 A to the present 
system of multiple inspection and timid lest they should 
be ex to harassing and unpractical regulations 
framed by persons who had more regard for urban 
considerations than knowledge of agricultural inter- 
ests—idealists who endeaveured by a stroke of the pen 
to make all cowsheds on the farms model dairies.— 
(Hear, hear.) 

He had attempted to frame a Bill that would meet 
with the general assent of the parties concerned. It 
was necessarily of a detailed character, but, generally. 
it proposed to make regulations to prevent the supply of 
contaminated and dirty milk. Those regulations would 
be made by the Local Government Board with the con- 
currence of the Board of Agriculture and would be laid 
before Parliament and would not become operative if 
either House passed an Address against them. He was 
taking every step to prevent unreasonable regulations 
being made by any Government Department. bee 
to provide means for tracing diseased mi 

to its source and stopping that source. Where 
there was adulteration the Bill enabled improved pro- 
cedure to be adopted to bring the offence home to the 
really guilty person. (Hear, hear.) It abolished the 
present system of multiple inspections and provided a 
single ae It applied similar precautions to 
forei ilk imported for consumption. (Hear, hear.) 


It did not deal with any question of finance, but the 
Board of Agriculture —— to compensate farmers 
for cows that had to be slaughtered on the farm ona 
more generous scale than hitherto. (Cheers.) The 

ublic health grants in the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 

udget would provide for paying half the salaries not 
only of medical officers of health and sanitary inspectors, 
but of veterinary surgeons and milk inspectors. He 
would gladly consider — suggestions that _ be 
made. For five years Bills on this subject had been 
brought before Parliament. He trusted that this Ses- 
sion Parliament would be willing to deal by general 
assent with a subject which admittedly demanded 
attention. 

The Bill was brought in and read a first time. 


REVIEW. 


MépecInE par P. J. Capior et F. Breton, 
3me Ed., Small 8vo., cl. pp. x. + 372. With 69 illus- 
trations in the text. Six francs. (Asselin et Houzeau, 
Place de l’Ecole-de-Médecine, Paris.) 


This book really should have been called a “Canine 
Medicine and Surgery”; for its subject matter com- 
prises almost if not quite as much surgery as medicine. 

It is divided into two parts. The first numbers 302 
pages, and treats chiefly of the diseases of special 
organs or sets of organs, including not a few surgical 
conditions. Close upon fift s are allotted to in- 
fectious diseases ; and the last forty pages deal with 
“ diverse surgical affections.” For the most part the 
last-named — consists of the general principles of 
treatment of wounds, abscesses, hernias, fractures, dis- 
locations, etc., with some detailed consideration of a 
few special conditions. 

The second part of the work deals altogether with 
surgical operations. Rather more than thirty are in- 
cluded, the technique of each being briefly but clearly 
described. Most of them are common ones; but some 
—such as trepanation of the nasal cavities and frontal 
sinuses, and lumbar prom lig as yet little practised 
in England. Special attention is given to operations 
upon the intestines ; and one valuable feature is the 
description, with ry of a series of intestinal sutures, 
some of which will be new to many English practi- 
tioners. Finally, a short appendix deals with repro- 
duction, parturition, rearing and feeding, and the 
estimation of age, all of which are treated briefly. 

An immense amount of ground is thus covered in a 
comparatively small space ; and it can hardly be said 
that the results are altogether satisfactory. 

Here and there a disease is dealt with fairly fully ; 
and special mention must be made of the long and ph 
tailed section, illustrated with eight figures, upon tuber- 
culosis. The authors have had very extensive experi- 
ence of tuberculosis ; and this section alone renders the 
book valuable to all who are concerned with canine 
practice. On the other hand, so ge | important con- 
ditions, such as ascites, mammitis, chronic nephritis, 
and jaundice, are dismissed in little over a page or even 
less, that we are forced to regard the work as a whole 
as a little over-condensed. 

Still, the condensation has been excellently done ; the 
most essential points are well selected and clearly 
stated, and if at times the treatment advocated differs 
from that current in England, the book only becomes 
more interesting on that account. 

On the whole, it may be fully recommended as a 
succinct reswmé of clinical canine medicine and surgery. 
One of its advantages to English readers is that the 
French in which it is written is comparatively simple. 

W. B.C. 
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ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Gentlemen, 

I beg to offer myself as a candidate at the forth- 
coming election. 

I would support rational measures of progress, 
the maintaining of the present educational standard 
of the preliminary examination, and any measures 
which have for their object the obtaining of a fuller 
recognition in Public Health matters of our pro- 
fession, and the raising of our status generally. 

Iam in favour of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Amendment Bill now before Parliament. 

Should I have the honour of being elected you 
may rely my giving any matter brought before 
us my most careful consideration, always having in 
view the advancement of my profession.—I am, 
gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Coneman. 


Hunting Memorial Fund. 
Subscripions received up to 7 p.m., May 13th, 1914. 


£ sa. d. 

Amount previously acknowledged 290 19 6 

Mr. J. G. Cattell, -C.V.D., India 10 0 

W. C. B. Revill, Lee, s.z 1 1 

J. M. White, Salisbury, S. Rhodesia 110 

The Yorkshire V.M.S., per J. Clarkson, Esq., 

Hon. Sec., Garforth 3.3 0 

Mr. R. J. Hickes (F) Market Weighton 100 

Dr. J. G. Rutherford, Calgary, Canada 100 

Mr. R. Bryden (F), Fulham, 8.w. 110 
Western Counties V.M.A., per W. Ascott, Esq. 

Hon. Sec., Bideford. 3 (7) 

£302 18 6 


Henry Gray, Hon, Sec. & Treas. 
23 Upper Phillimore Place, London, W. 


Cheques endorsed “ Hunting Memorial Fund” and 
crossed “The London, Vity and Midland Bank, Ltd. 


The Exmoor pony of England, says a New York 
writer, is classed as the peer of all ponies by many ex- 
perts. For centuries these ponies have been bred wild 
on the moors of south-west England. The native stock 
has been improved by the use of Arabian and thorough- 
bred blood. Representatives of the breed are of the 
draught horse type, showing strong, well-knit frames 
and standing from 13 hands to 14 hands. They are 
ordinarily bay in colour and are sure-footed, as well as 
extremely docile. Exmoors are used as harness ponies 
for light vehicles, for Polo playing and for the use of 
children.—L.S.J. 


In a lecture on “The Cost of Living” delivered before 
the Manchester Statistical Society, Sir Geo. Paish 
(editor of the Statist) declared that from 1896 to 1913 
there was an advance in the price of vegetable food of 
nearly 50 per cent. ; from 1896 to 1913 there was a rise 
of nearly 36 per cent. in the price of animal food, and 
that from 1898 prices of raw textiles had advanced 64 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 12. 


Recuiar Forces. ArMy VETERINARY Corps. 


Major H. T. Sawyer to be Lieut.-Colonel. Dated 
April 25. 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Capt. E. Franklin to be Major. Dated April 30. 


Personal. 


Vet.-Capt. ADRIAN Jones has at the Royal Academy 
exhibition a large vortrait ofjFieldJMarshall Earl Roberts, 
on his charger (No. 317): also in the sculpture (No. 
2041) the late Field Marshall Sir George White, v.c. 


Mr. W. F. Houston, M.R.c.v.s., Paisley, was one of 
the judges of Light-legged horses at the annual show of 
the Bute Agricultural Society held at Rothesay, on 
Tuesday, March 5. 


Mr. MARSHALL, M.R.C.V.s., Aberdeen, is to be judge 
of Horse-shoeing at the Central Banffshire Summer 
Show at Keith in August. 


Mr. Brags, M.R.C.v.s., Linlithgow, is to be 
one of the judges of Extra horses and ponies at the 
Annual Show of the Eastern District of Sterlingshire 
Association on Saturday, May 30. 


GREENING—STANDLAKE.—On the 7th inst., at Clap- 
ham, Sydney Herbert Greening, fourth son of the late 
H. B. Greening, Esq., M.R.c.v.s.L., of Brixton Hill, to 
Ellen Standlake (née Beauchamp). 


OBITUARY 


Gerorce Lewis YEATMAN INGRAM, M.R.C.V.S., late of 
the Brown Institution. Lond : July, 1909. 


Death occurred on May 12th, at The Myrtles, Chew 
Magna, Somerset, at the age of 30. ° 


Percy BouLtTon Spooner, M.R.C.V.S., Florence Street, 
Islington. Graduated, Lond: Jan., 1877. 


Mr. P. B. Spooner, who died at Islington on Monday 
11th inst., was 57 years of age. He was sou of the late 
Prof. Charles Spooner, who joined the staff of the Royal, 
basen 4 College in 1838 and was Principal 1853 to 
1872 ; and who was one of the signatories to the petition 
for the Charter of 1844 ; was a member of Council from 
1844 to 1871, and President RC.V.S. 1858-59. Mr. 
P. B Spooner had for many years a large horse practice 
in Islington, much of which remained with to the last. 


CranFrorp.—At Bangalore, S. India, on the 4th April, 
from enteric fever, Ethel Constance, the beloved wife of 
Major R. L. Cranford, a.v.c. 


GaMMELL.—On the 7th May, suddenly, of heart 
failure, William Gammell, late of Camden Town, in his 
75th year. 


Ata meeting of the directors of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society held at 3 George IV. Bridge, 
Edinburgh, a letter was received from Sir Stewart 
Stockman asking the Society to appoint a delegate to 
attend the Tenth International Veterinary Congress, 
which is to be held in London during August. After 


per cent. 


some discussion it was decided not to send a delegate, 
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VETERINARY INSPECTION V. THE POLICE. 
Sir, 

Your editorial in this week’s issue of The Veterinary 
Record referring to Mr. Brittlebank’s well thought out and 
excellent address given before the North Midland V.A. 
strikes an important note. 

I strongly agree with you the position of the police as a 
body in very many instances acts more as a sedative than a 
stimulant to the smooth working of the various Orders 
under the Contagious Diseases Animals Acts. No one 
would advocate the removal of the police in toto from the 
field of action, they have a useful and important work to 
perform as policemen, and will continue to do so as long as 
human nature is what itis. Under existing regulations, 
however, speaking generally, the police inspector is a more 
important personage than the veterinary inspector, and 
much as we professional men would like to ignore and con- 
tradict this point, there is no denying the truth of this 
assertion. This state of affairs places veterinary surgeons 
in most invidious positions, and I know of more than one 
instance where high class practitioners, men of locus standi, 
have declined to act under existing arrangements. I 
wonder what some of our confréres in the sister profession 
would say if they were asked in their professional capacity 
to act subservient to a police inspector, and I should also 
like to know what punishment the General Medical Council 
would mete out to a member so degrading himself. 

Take the average police inspector serving under the 
Animal Diseases Act and see what manner of man he is. 
We find he begins life as an ordinary policeman, and in 
rural districts passes through the various phases before he 
blossoms out as a superintendent. This step at once quali- 
fies him to become a fully-fledged police inspector under 
the Animal Acts. His general knowledge and training is, 
at the most, what he has picked up in a Board School ; his 
training upon animal diseases and the Acts pertaining 
thereto is absolutely nil. Nevertheless, he is placed in 
authority, and has the administration of these Acts largely 
in his own hands. 

Given time and experience he will one day become con- 
versant with the proper working of these, but in the mean- 
time he walks on the 2dge of a precipice and may fall at 
any moment. All outbreaks of animal (scheduled) diseases 
occurring within his district are reported to him, he visits 
them and investigates them, he may even act as his own 
diagnostican and rely upon his own judgment, or he may 
enlist the services of the veterinary inspector and give the 
latter his ‘‘ marching orders,’’ a somewhat incongruous 
position for the intellectual and highly trained veterinary 
surgeon who, before he can enter upon his professional 
studies at all, must pass a general knowledge examination 
equal to that of a medical man, serve four years at a 
veterinary school and pass in deep scientific subjects, before 
he can receive the ‘ hall mark’’ to practise his profession. 
He leaves his College a man of culture and an expert in 
animal diseases, which ought clearly to entitle him to be 
the chief moving force where all animal diseases are con- 
cerned, and he should look to no one for instructions save 
to his professional chief. 

Moreover, the overlapping of the police inspector upon 
the professional inspector’s duties must in many instances 
lead to frietion, and especially where the administrative 
ignorance of the former is so patent. Let me illustrate a 
point of fact. A police officer was raised to the rank of a 
superintendent, and as such became a police inspector 
under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts. The veter- 
inary inspector was instructed to investigate an outbreak 
of anthrax, and only reported itas such. A few days later 
a farmer in the same district called upon the veterinary 
inspector and complained to him upon the removal of the 
remaining cattle from the infected field along the highway 
which, in so doing, passed complainant’s cattle, and adding 
at the same time if any of his cattle died from anthrax he 
would hold the Veterinary inspector responsible. The 


veterinary surgeon assured him he had given no authority 
to have the cattle removed along the highway. On enquiry 
later this authority was given by the newly appointed police 
inspector. 

The veterinary inspector from a strict sense of duty 
reported this irregularity to the authorities, and of course 
in so doing made a mortal enemy of the police inspector, 

Had this veterinary surgeon been out for personal gain 
only, he would have argued ‘‘ what difference does it make 
to him how cattle are moved about,’’ nay, more, he might 
have added such procedure would bring more grist to the 
(his) mill, and been content to let it remain there. Not so, 
he preferred, at the risk of even losing his inspectorship, to 
prevent a repetition of such conduct. And this is the sequel 
which follows. From that date onward requests made by 
the police inspector to investigate outbreaks arrived at most 
inopportune moments of the day, although the veterinary 
inspector had regular consulting hours, and in some 
instances delay in investigations were entailed. 

These cases were strung together and extended over a 
considerable period and laid before the local authority 
who gave the police inspector the option to choose an 
additional veterinary surgeon. This veterinary surgeon I 
believe, has been removed from the Register of the College 
for a grave offence he committed under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts. 

This case only goes to illustrate the power a police 
inspector has if he chooses to exercise it, and the helpless- 
ness of the position of the veterinary inspector in his 
endeavours to carry out his duties in a conscientious and 
manly spirit.—Yours truly, 

PRACTITIONER. 


TREATMENT FOR SCLEROSTOMUM ARMATUM. 
Sir, 

I have a three-year-old hunter bred gelding which has 
done very badly the last six months owing to suffering from 
worms (Sclerostomum armatum). He has not grown at 
all, looks a bag of bones in spite of getting a lot of food, is 
pot-bellied, and has a staring coat, etc., etc. I have given 
him worm and tonic powders and also Liq. arsenicalis, but 
no medicine seems to do him any good. 

Other veterinary surgeons have told me that they have 
had similar cases, but that usually the owners have sold the 
colts after having suffered from this disease for some 
months. 

I would be very much obliged if your readers would give 
me their experience, especially as regards whether any 
of their patients suffering from this disease have made a 
complete recovery. 

Perhaps a summer’s run at grass may have a beneficial 
result.—Yours truly, 

Granam Rees-Moaa. 

May 12. 


Nationa V.M.A.—A correction. 


In the report of Council meeting last week, p. 721, the 
paragraph at the foot of first column should follow the 
next paragraph, after the word Edinburgh. 


Nortn Miprtanp V.M.A. 
ir, 

In the report of the meeting of the North Midland V.A. 
I am reported as advocating the sending of bovines suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis with emaciation to the knacker’s 
without inspection of other animals on the farm or premises. 
I think my further remarks will show the necessity of such 
inspection.—Yours truly, 


Halifax. May 12. 


J. Porwarp. 


Original articles and reports should be written on oneside 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication, 
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